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	WOODSTOCK — Detours no more. The Marble Bridge in Woodstock now is open again after three weeks of being closed so construction crews could replace it.

This does not mean the end of traffic delays, however; there is still plenty of work to be done, and construction crews will be busy until Aug. 24. In that time, traffic on the bridge will be held to one lane, and the bridge will be closed to pedestrians.

"Paving the approaches and the bridge still needs to be done," said project spokeswoman Stephanie Barrett. "Rails still need to be installed, and of course there's the cleaning up."

However, no work will be done next week, during the busy Fourth of July holiday.

"The crew is taking a week off," Barrett said.

Project superintendent Brian MacFawn, of the T. Buck Construction Co., said the project was nine hours ahead of schedule.

"We just have to put up the concrete barriers," he said. "We've been working double shifts to get this done."

MacFawn said he appreciated the community's support during the construction.

"We've had people drop by and drop off cookies, cakes and whoopee pies," he said. "Everybody's been decent. We know it's an inconvenience, but this kind of work will be here forever. There's still maintenance and upkeep."

Kate Bradley, who handles customer service for the Woodstock Area Chamber of Commerce, said she lives near the bridge.

"It's been nice for me because it's been quieter," she said. "But for business, it's been slow. People traffic and car traffic are down. The bridge is open, but it will still be one lane, so there will still be plenty of cars still using the detour way."

The Marble Bridge is on U.S. Route 4, which connects Rutland and White River Junction. Under normal circumstances, about 8,000 vehicles a day use Route 4 in that area. Since work began on the bridge, all trucks have been detoured around town and cars have been using local streets to get around the construction zone.

Bradley said she appreciated the work the crews have done.

"They did a lot of good work," she said. "I wish they'd started sooner."

Contact Stephen Seitz at stephen.seitz@rutlandherald.com.


