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Project Summary : deck replacement with fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) deck panels
Project Location : on MD Route 24 over Deer Creek near Rock State Park in northeastern Maryland
Mobility Impact Time :

e ABC: 3 days to replace deck; 10-week total closure
e Conventional: estimated additional 2.5 weeks to form, place, and cure a concrete deck

Impact Category : Tier 5 (within 3 months)

Dimensions : 122.5-ft-long and 33-ft wide single-span through-truss bridge

Average Daily Traffic At Time Of Construction : 3700

Traffic Management : extended use of 21-mile detour

Existing Bridge Description : Built in 1934, the existing two-lane historic through-truss bridge, known
as the Rocks Steel Truss Bridge, consists of two warren trusses each with five 24.5-ft long panels
connected to overhead members. The trusses are supported by eight steel girders at 4-ft spacing. The
bridge is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. In 2001 its deck was
deteriorated and required a replacement that maintained the historic characteristics of the bridge.
Replacement Or New Bridge : N/A

Construction Method : The fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) panels used in this project were
manufactured by the protrusion method; the panels consist of E-glass fiberglass strands and fabric
coated with an isophthalic polyester resin. The panels are 31.5 ft wide, 10 ft long, and 7.67-inches
thick. Because of limited vertical clearance of the through truss, the most efficient deck installation
method was with a forklift to place the panels, and the use of a forklift was possible because of the
FRP panelsa?? light weight. The FRP deck system that was selected allowed immediate construction
loads without the full grouting required for some FRP deck systems. This enabled the forkilift to
immediately move onto the newly-placed panel to position the next panel as it progressed from one
end of the bridge. The panels were installed perpendicular to the girders and act as a continuous beam
across the girder supports. The method used to attach the panels to the girders was similar to the
method used in the region to construct reinforced concrete decks on steel girders. Following removal of
the existing deck, the existing girders were cleaned, steel angles were welded to the sides of the
girders to form a haunch, the panels were placed on the angles, shear studs were installed in
prefabricated pockets in the panels, and the shear stud pockets were filled with non-shrink grout. At the
skewed ends of the bridge, a 10-inch concrete diaphragm was cast to provide bearing support for
panel edges. An asphalt overlay was then placed to provide the required skid resistance, to form the
roadway crown, and to protect the FRP from ultraviolet radiation. While a polymer overlay is typically
used in Maryland, the asphalt overlay was allowed because the FRP panels will not corrode. In
addition to replacing the deck, the contract included cleaning and painting the truss members. During
construction several steel members were found to be deteriorated and required repair. Once the
existing deck was removed and the existing girders cleaned, it took only 15 working days for the bridge
to be opened to traffic. A maximum 10-week closure was allowed in the contract, and a disincentive of
$4,700 per day was included for every day the detour was in place beyond the allowed closure period.
No incentives were included in the contract. The repairs to deteriorated steel members found during
construction increased the time it took the contractor to complete the work, but the work was still
completed within 10 weeks and, therefore, no penalties were assessed.

Stakeholder Feedback : This rehabilitation project was the first use of FRP bridge decks by the
Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA). It was a challenge because the bridge was on a school
bus route and needed to be opened in time for the start of school in the fall. Replacing the deck with
one that would last longer than the typical maximum 40 years due to the harsh climate was another
challenge. In addition, replacing the deck with one that did not further reduce the live-load capacity of
this weight-restricted bridge was a challenge. Other challenges were the low 24.5-ft vertical clearance
2Bgqyeunds per square foot (Ibs/sq ft). Adding the 45 Ibs/sq ft for asphalt overlay resulted in a total deck
weighta¥gasyy ORbarsy(3PebiipRidd t&mak #hs@huretr] 4QpaslifiofmaoteiHiree 8 €SPtk k. 33AE40%
reduction in deck weight increased the live load capacity of this historic bridge. An inspection in 2010
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